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(f) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN AMOUNTS OF
FUEL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—NoO tax shall be imposed
by subsection (a)—

(A) on gasoline (as defined in section 4083
of such Code) held on the floor stocks tax
date by any person if the aggregate amount
of gasoline held by such person on such date
does not exceed 4,000 gallons, and

(B) on diesel fuel or kerosene (as so de-
fined) held on such date by any person if the
aggregate amount of diesel fuel or kerosene
held by such person on such date does not ex-
ceed 2,000 gallons.

The preceding sentence shall apply only if
such person submits to the Secretary (at the
time and in the manner required by the Sec-
retary) such information as the Secretary
shall require for purposes of this paragraph.

(2) EXEMPT FUEL.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), there shall not be taken into ac-
count fuel held by any person which is ex-
empt from the tax imposed by subsection (a)
by reason of subsection (d) or (e).

(3) CONTROLLED GROUPS.—For purposes of
this subsection—

(A) CORPORATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—AIIl persons treated as a
controlled group shall be treated as 1 person.

(ii) CONTROLLED GROUP.—The term ‘‘con-
trolled group’ has the meaning given to such
term by subsection (a) of section 1563 of such
Code; except that for such purposes the
phrase ‘““more than 50 percent’ shall be sub-
stituted for the phrase “‘at least 80 percent”
each place it appears in such subsection.

(B) NONINCORPORATED PERSONS UNDER COM-
MON CONTROL.—Under regulations prescribed
by the Secretary, principles similar to the
principles of subparagraph (A) shall apply to
a group of persons under common control
where 1 or more of such persons is not a cor-
poration.

(g) OTHER LAW APPLICABLE.—AII provisions
of law, including penalties, applicable with
respect to the taxes imposed by section 4081
of such Code shall, insofar as applicable and
not inconsistent with the provisions of this
subsection, apply with respect to the floor
stock taxes imposed by subsection (a) to the
same extent as if such taxes were imposed by
such section 4081.

SEC. 5. BENEFITS OF TAX REDUCTION SHOULD
BE PASSED ON TO CONSUMERS.

(a) PASSTHROUGH TO CONSUMERS.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(A) consumers immediately receive the
benefit of the reduction in taxes under this
Act, and

(B) transportation motor fuels producers
and other dealers take such actions as nec-
essary to reduce transportation motor fuels
prices to reflect such reduction, including
immediate credits to customer accounts rep-
resenting tax refunds allowed as credits
against excise tax deposit payments under
the floor stocks refund provisions of this
Act.

(2) STUDY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct a study of
the reduction of taxes under this Act to de-
termine whether there has been a pass-
through of such reduction.

(B) REPORT.—Not later than September 30,
2000, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall report to the Committee on Fi-
nance of the Senate and the Committee on
Ways and Means of the House of Representa-
tives the results of the study conducted
under subparagraph (A).

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 210
At the request of Mr. MOYNIHAN, the
name of the Senator from New York
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(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 210, a bill to establish a med-
ical education trust fund, and for other
purposes.
S. 317
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
FITZGERALD) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. CLELAND) were added as
cosponsors of S. 317, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide an exclusion for gain from the sale
of farmland which is similar to the ex-
clusion from gain on the sale of a prin-
cipal residence.
S. 779
At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. WELLSTONE), the Senator
from Virginia (Mr. RoBB), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. DEWINE), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), and the
Senator from Florida (Mr. GRAHAM)
were added as cosponsors of S. 779, a
bill to provide that no Federal income
tax shall be imposed on amounts re-
ceived by Holocaust victims or their
heirs.
S. 1787
At the request of Mr. BAucus, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1787, a bill to amend the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
improve water quality on abandoned or
inactive mined land.
S. 2018
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. THOMAS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2018, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
vise the update factor used in making
payments to PPS hospitals under the
medicare program.
S. 2246
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2246, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue code of 1986 to clarify that certain
small businesses are permitted to use
the cash method of accounting even if
they use merchandise or inventory.
S. 2324
At the request of Mr. KoOHL, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
TORRICELLI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2324, a bill to amend chapter 44 of
title 18, United States Code, to require
ballistics testing of all firearms manu-
factured and all firearms in custody of
Federal agencies, and to add ballistics
testing to existing firearms enforce-
ment strategies.
S. 2330
At the request of Mr. ROTH, the name
of the Senator from Colorado (Mr. AL-
LARD) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2330, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise
tax on telephone and other commu-
nication services.
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S. 2459
At the request of Mr. COVERDELL, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
BRYAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2459, a bill to provide for the award of
a gold medal on behalf of the Congress
to former President Ronald Reagan and
his wife Nancy Reagan in recognition
of their service to the Nation.
S. 2554
At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. JEFFORDS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2554, a bill to amend title XI
of the Social Security Act to prohibit
the display of an individual’s social se-
curity number for commercial purposes
without the consent of the individual.
S. 2557
At the request of Mr. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2557, a bill to protect
the energy security of the United
States and decrease America’s depend-
ency on foreign oil sources to 50 per-
cent by the Year 2010 by enhancing the
use of renewable energy resources, con-
serving energy resources, improving
energy efficiencies, and increasing do-
mestic energy supplies, mitigating the
effect of increases in energy prices on
the American consumer, including the
poor and the elderly, and for other
purposes.
S. 2635
At the request of Mr. FRIST, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2635, a bill to reduce health
care costs and promote improved
health by providing supplemental
grants for additional preventive health
services for women.
S. 2731
At the request of Mr. FRIST, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2731, a bill to amend title 111
of the Public Health Service Act to en-
hance the Nation’s capacity to address
public health threats and emergencies.
S. 2742
At the request of Mr. SMITH of Or-
egon, the name of the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 2742, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease disclosure for certain political
organizations exempt from tax under
section 527 and section 501(c), and for
other purposes.
S. 2778
At the request of Mr. KoOHL, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) and the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. THURMOND) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2778, a bill to
amend the Sherman Act to make oil-
producing and exporting cartels illegal.
S. RES. 268
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the
names of the Senator from lowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. SESSIONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 268, a resolution
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designating July 17 through July 23 as

“National Fragile X Awareness Week.”
S. RES. 294

At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the

name of the Senator from lowa (Mr.

GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of

S. Res. 294, a resolution designating

the month of October 2000 as ‘‘Chil-
dren’s Internet Safety Month.”’
S. RES. 304
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 304, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding the development of edu-
cational programs on veterans’ con-
tributions to the country and the des-
ignation of the week that includes Vet-
erans Day as ‘National Veterans
Awareness Week” for the presentation
of such educational programs.
AMENDMENT NO. 3591

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3591 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 4577, a bill making
appropriations for the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2001, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

OCEANS ACT OF 2000

HOLLINGS AMENDMENT NO. 3620

Mr. THOMAS (for Mr. HOLLINGS) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill (S.
2327) to establish a Commission on
Ocean Policy, and for other purposes;
as follows:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Oceans Act
of 2000"".

SEC. 2. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES.

The purpose of this Act is to establish a
commission to make recommendations for
coordinated and comprehensive national
ocean policy that will promote—

(1) the protection of life and property
against natural and manmade hazards;

(2) responsible stewardship, including use,
of fishery resources and other ocean and
coastal resources;

(3) the protection of the marine environ-
ment and prevention of marine pollution;

(4) the enhancement of marine-related
commerce and transportation, the resolution
of conflicts among users of the marine envi-
ronment, and the engagement of the private
sector in innovative approaches for sustain-
able use of living marine resources and re-
sponsible use of non-living marine resources;

(5) the expansion of human knowledge of
the marine environment including the role of
the oceans in climate and global environ-
mental change and the advancement of edu-
cation and training in fields related to ocean
and coastal activities;

(6) the continued investment in and devel-
opment and improvement of the capabilities,
performance, use, and efficiency of tech-
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nologies for use in ocean and coastal activi-
ties, including investments and technologies
designed to promote national energy and
food security;

(7) close cooperation among all govern-
ment agencies and departments and the pri-
vate sector to ensure—

(A) coherent and consistent regulation and
management of ocean and coastal activities;

(B) availability and appropriate allocation
of Federal funding, personnel, facilities, and
equipment for such activities;

(C) cost-effective and efficient operation of
Federal departments, agencies, and pro-
grams involved in ocean and coastal activi-
ties; and

(D) enhancement of partnerships with
State and local governments with respect to
ocean and coastal activities, including the
management of ocean and coastal resources
and identification of appropriate opportuni-
ties for policy-making and decision-making
at the State and local level; and

(8) the preservation of the role of the
United States as a leader in ocean and coast-
al activities, and, when it is in the national
interest, the cooperation by the United
States with other nations and international
organizations in ocean and coastal activities.
SEC. 3. COMMISSION ON OCEAN POLICY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby es-
tablished the Commission on Ocean Policy.
The Federal Advisory Committee Act (6
U.S.C. App.), except for sections 3, 7, and 12,
does not apply to the Commission.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Commission shall
be composed of 16 members appointed by the
President from among individuals described
in paragraph (2) who are knowledgeable in
ocean and coastal activities, including indi-
viduals representing State and local govern-
ments, ocean-related industries, academic
and technical institutions, and public inter-
est organizations involved with scientific,
regulatory, economic, and environmental
ocean and coastal activities. The member-
ship of the Commission shall be balanced by
area of expertise and balanced geographi-
cally to the extent consistent with maintain-
ing the highest level of expertise on the
Commission.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—The President shall ap-
point the members of the Commission, with-
in 90 days after the effective date of this Act,
including individuals nominated as follows:

(A) 4 members shall be appointed from a
list of 8 individuals who shall be nominated
by the Majority Leader of the Senate in con-
sultation with the Chairman of the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

(B) 4 members shall be appointed from a
list of 8 individuals who shall be nominated
by the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives in consultation with the Chairmen of
the House Committees on Resources, Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and Science.

(C) 2 members shall be appointed from a
list of 4 individuals who shall be nominated
by the Minority Leader of the Senate in con-
sultation with the Ranking Member of the
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

(D) 2 members shall be appointed from a
list of 4 individuals who shall be nominated
by the Minority Leader of the House in con-
sultation with the Ranking Members of the
House Committees on Resources, Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and Science.

(3) CHAIRMAN.—The Commission shall se-
lect a Chairman from among its members.
The Chairman of the Commission shall be re-
sponsible for—

(A) the assignment of duties and respon-
sibilities among staff personnel and their
continuing supervision; and
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(B) the use and expenditure of funds avail-
able to the Commission.

(4) VACANCIES.—ANy vacancy on the Com-
mission shall be filled in the same manner as
the original incumbent was appointed.

(c) RESOURCES.—In carrying out its func-
tions under this section, the Commission—

(1) is authorized to secure directly from
any Federal agency or department any infor-
mation it deems necessary to carry out its
functions under this Act, and each such
agency or department is authorized to co-
operate with the Commission and, to the ex-
tent permitted by law, to furnish such infor-
mation (other than information described in
section 552(b)(1)(A) of title 5, United States
Code) to the Commission, upon the request
of the Commission;

(2) may enter into contracts, subject to the
availability of appropriations for con-
tracting, and employ such staff experts and
consultants as may be necessary to carry out
the duties of the Commission, as provided by
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code;
and

(3) in consultation with the Ocean Studies
Board of the National Research Council of
the National Academy of Sciences, shall es-
tablish a multidisciplinary science advisory
panel of experts in the sciences of living and
non-living marine resources to assist the
Commission in preparing its report, includ-
ing ensuring that the scientific information
considered by the Commission is based on
the best scientific information available.

(d) STAFFING.—The Chairman of the Com-
mission may, without regard to the civil
service laws and regulations, appoint and
terminate an Executive Director and such
other additional personnel as may be nec-
essary for the Commission to perform its du-
ties. The Executive Director shall be com-
pensated at a rate not to exceed the rate
payable for Level V of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5136 of title 5, United
States Code. The employment and termi-
nation of an Executive Director shall be sub-
ject to confirmation by a majority of the
members of the Commission.

(e) MEETINGS.—

(1) ADMINISTRATION.—AIl meetings of the
Commission shall be open to the public, ex-
cept that a meeting or any portion of it may
be closed to the public if it concerns matters
or information described in section 552b(c) of
title 5, United States Code. Interested per-
sons shall be permitted to appear at open
meetings and present oral or written state-
ments on the subject matter of the meeting.
The Commission may administer oaths or af-
firmations to any person appearing before it:

(A) All open meetings of the Commission
shall be preceded by timely public notice in
the Federal Register of the time, place, and
subject of the meeting.

(B) Minutes of each meeting shall be kept
and shall contain a record of the people
present, a description of the discussion that
occurred, and copies of all statements filed.
Subject to section 552 of title 5, United
States Code, the minutes and records of all
meetings and other documents that were
made available to or prepared for the Com-
mission shall be available for public inspec-
tion and copying at a single location in the
offices of the Commission.

(2) INITIAL MEETING.—The Commission
shall hold its first meeting within 30 days
after all 16 members have been appointed.

(3) REQUIRED PUBLIC MEETINGS.—The Com-
mission shall hold at least one public meet-
ing in Alaska and each of the following re-
gions of the United States:

(A) The Northeast (including the Great
Lakes).

(B) The Southeast (including the Carib-
bean).
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